Site Number: |18PR622

Phase Il and Phase Il Archeological Database and Inventory

o o
T R U S T Description:

Site Name: |Parker Berry 1 Prehistoric
Other name(s) | Historic [ ]
[Late Woodland to Contact period hamlet, Late Archaic short-term camp Unknown []

Site Location and Environmental Data:
Latitude

Site setting

38.7095 Longitude -76.9499
Elevation 98 m  Site slope

Maryland Archeological Research Unit No. |11 SCS soil & sediment code |

Physiographic province |Western Shore Coastal

Ethnobotany profile available Maritime site[ ]

Terrestrial site Underwater site []

Nearest Surface Water

-Site Setting restricted

-Lat/Long accurate to within 1 sqg. mile, user may
need to make slight adjustments in mapping to
account for sites near state/county lines or streams

Topography Ownership
Floodplain [] Highterrace [ | | Private
Hilltop/bluff [ ] Rockshelter/ Federal
Interior flat [ Céve State of MD
Upland flat [] Hillslope ] Regional/
Ridgetop 0 Unknown [ ] | county/city
Terrace 0 Other [] | Unknown
Low terrace

Name (if any) |Unnamed tributary of Pisca
Saltwater Freshwater
[] Ocean [] Stream/river
L] Estuaryltidal river [ ] Swamp ]
] Tidewater/marsh [] Lake or pond ]
[] Spring ]
Minimum distance to water is Wm

Temporal & Ethnic Contextual Data:
Paleoindian site I_ Woodland site I_

I_ MD Adena I_
|_ Early woodland |_

Mlddle archaic I_ Mid. woodland I_

Archaic site

Early archaic

ca. 1820 - 1860
ca. 1860 - 1900
ca. 1900 - 1930
Post 1930

Contact period site |Y_
ca. 1630 - 1675
ca. 1675 - 1720
ca. 1720 - 1780
ca. 1780 - 1820

RN

—
—
—
—

Ethnic Associations (historic only)

Native American | Asian American
African American |
Anglo-American | Other

—
—
—

Unknown

Hispanic |
Late archaic |Y Late woodland |Y Unknown historic context |
Unknown prehistoric context | Unknown context Y=Confirmed, P=Possible
Site Function Contextual Data: Historic ‘ Furnace/forge Military [] Post-in-ground ]
Urban/Rural? Other Dl Battlefield [] Frame-built ]
Prehistoric Domestic L] Transportation u Fortification [] Masonry []
Multi-component [y  Misc. ceremonial [ ] Homestead L] Canal-related O Encampment [] Other structure []
; Farmstead
Village [] Rockart [] [ Road/railroad [] Townsite [] Slave related []
; Mansion
Hamlet Shell midden L] Plantation — Whart/landing ] Religious [] Non-domestic agri [ ]
Base camp [[] STUl/lithic scatter [ ] [] Maritime-related H Church/mtg house [ ] _
; Row/townhome ] Recreational []
Rockshelter/cave [ ]  Quarry/extraction [ ] Bridge 1 ch support bldg ]
Earthenmound [ ]  Fish weir [ Cellar [] Ford M Midden/dump []
. ) Pri Burial area [] .
Cairn [] Productionarea [ | vy L] . Artifact scatter []
Educational [] Cemetery O
Burial area [] Unknown [] Industrial [] _ Spring or well H
. Commercial [] Sepulchre ]
Other context ] Mining-related ]
Trading post [] Isolated burial ] Unknown L]
Quarry-related ]
Mill [ Ii Store (] Bidg or foundation [] Other context L]
Tavernfinn [ ] Possible Structure N

Black/metalsmith

[

Interpretive Sampling Data:

Prehistoric context samples

Flotation samples taken |Y

Soil samples taken

Other samples taken |

N

Historic context samples

Flotation samples taken |

Soil samples taken

—

Other samples taken |
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Site Number: |18PR622 Site Name: |Parker Berry 1 Prehistoric
Other name(s) | Historic [ ]
e % | Brief |Late Woodland to Contact period hamlet, Late Archaic short-term camp Unknown [ ]
T R U S T Description:
Diagnostic Artifact Data: Prehistoric Sherd Types Shepard [ Keyser |
Projectile Point Types Koens-Crispin I_ Marcey Creek I_ Popes Creek I_ Townsend I_ Yeocomico I_
Clovis l_ Perkiomen I_ Dames Qtr |_ Coulbourn |_ Minguannan |_ Monongahela |_
Hardaway-Dalton l_ Susquehana I_ Selden Island I_ Watson I_ Sullivan Cove I_ Susquehannockl_
Palmer l_ Vernon I_ Accokeek I_ Mockley I_ Shenks Ferry I_
Kirk (notch) I_ Piscataway I_ Wolfe Neck |_ Clemson Island|_ Moyaone |_
Kirk (stem) [ calert [ | [ Vinete |  Page | Potomaccr | 34
Le Croy I_ Selby Bay | Historic Sherd Types  |;onstone I_ Staffordshire I_ Stoneware
Morrow Mntn | JacksRf(notch) | Earthenware Jackfield [ TinGlazed [ English Brown |
Guilford l_ Jacks Rf (pent) I_ Astbury l_ Mn Mottled I_ Whiteware I_ Eng Dry-bodie I_
Brewerton l_ Madison/Potomac |_2 Borderware l_ North Devon I_ borcela I_ Nottingham I_
Otter Creek l_ Levanna I_ Buckley l_ oreen Rhenish I—

Pearlware |
Creamware Wt Salt-glazed |

All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Other Artifact & Feature Types: Prehistoric Features Lithic Material | Fer quartzite ] Silsandstone[ |
Prehistoric Artifacts Otherfiredclay | 1| Mound(s) | Storageltrash pit Jasper Chalcedony [ ] European flintjy]
Flaked stone 289  Human remain(s) [ 1] Midden [] Burial(s) [ ]]] Chert Ironstone [ ] Basalt ]
Ground stone | 1 Modified faunal | Shell midden [[] Ossuary [ ]| Rhyolite Argilite [] Unknown []
Stone bowls | Unmod faunal | Postholes/molds Unknown [ ]]] Quartz Steatite [ ] Other ]
Fire-cracked rock 101 Oyster shell []]] House pattern(s) Other []]] Quartzite Sandstone [ ]
Other lithics (all) | Floral material [ ]|| Palisade(s) ] Dated features present at site
Ceramics (all) | 34 Uncommon Obj. | Hearth(s) [] Feat. 1 - house floor filled w/ Contact midden debris
Rimsherds | Other [] [white clay pipe, Lithic reduc area [ ] & producing a 17th c. AMS date; Feat. 5 - possible
wrought nails refuse pit w/ Contact era debris
Historic Artifact Historic Feat
storic Artitacts Tobacco related | 1 || Historic Features Privy/outhouse [ |  Depression/mound[ |  Unknown []
Pottery (all | Activity item(s | 2 || Const feature
y @b y ©) [ Well/cistern [] Burial(s) [] Other []
Glass (all) | Human remain(s) [ 11l Foundation H
) ) Trash pit/dump [ ] Railroad bed ]
Architectural | 3 Faunal material []
Cellar hole/cellar [ ] .
Furniture | Misc. kitchen | 1 Sheet midden []  Earthworks L]
) Hearth/chimney [ ] . .
Arms | Floral material ] Planting feature [ ] Mill raceway ]
; ; Postholes/molds
Clothing | Misc. | 5 [ Road/walkway [ ]  Wheel pit []
Personal items | Other [ ] Paling ditch/fence [ ] All quantities exact or estimated minimal counts

Radiocarbon Data:

Sample 1: 130 +/- | 40 years BP  Reliability Sample 2: | 0 +/- 40 years BP  Reliability Sample 3: | +/- years BP  Reliability

B-167390: charcoal from base semi- [High  |B-167391: charcoal from base semi- [Low
subterranean house floor (Feat. 1), subterranean house floor (Feat. 1),

assoc. w/ 60 flaked lithics, 19 assoc. w/ 60 flaked lithics, 19

Potomac Crk. Sherds, 11 FCR, & Potomac Crk. Sherds, 11 FCR, &

Euro goods Euro goods

Sample 4: +/-| years BP  Reliability Sample 5: | +/- years BP  Reliability Sample 6: | +/- years BP  Reliability
Sample 7: +/—| years BP  Reliability Sample 8: | +/- years BP  Reliability Sample 9: | +/- years BP  Reliability

[ ] Additional radiocarbon results available




ICAL Site Number: |18PR622 Site Name: |Parker Berry 1 Prehistoric
Other name(s) | Historic [ ]
[Late Woodland to Contact period hamlet, Late Archaic short-term camp Unknown []
External Samples/Data: Collection curated at

Additional raw data may be available online

Summary Description:

The Parker Berry 1 Site (18PR622) is a Late Woodland to Contact period hamlet near Fort Washington in Prince George’s County, Maryland. A Late Archaic
short-term camp occupation is also present at the site. Site 18PR622 is situated in an upstream setting on the north side of Piscataway Creek, immediately
downstream from a small, unnamed tributary. A smaller drainage feature runs along the eastern border of the site. Soils mapped for the area fall within the
Sassafras-Croom soil association, with Woodstown sandy loam predominating. The site is situated on a property that has served, in modern times, as part of
a large, self-pick berry farm (the Parker Berry Farm).

The site was first identified in 2002, during the course of a Phase | survey of the area. The survey was conducted prior to creation of an artificial wetland as
environmental mitigation for improvements to MD Route 210. The wetland project called for the creation and enhancement of 8 acres of wetlands on the
Parker Berry Farm parcel in which ground-disturbing activities would take place. Phase | investigations uncovered 2 archeological sites 18PR622 and
18PR623. Only Site 18PR622 would ultimately be determined to have any significance.

Phase | work at 18PR622 consisted of an intensive surface reconnaissance and the excavation of 67 shovel test pits (STPs), 23 of which yielded artifacts and
defined the 5 loci which made up 18PR622. The shovel tests were excavated at 20 meter intervals within compass-based transects running perpendicular to
Piscataway Creek. All STPs were excavated stratigraphically, according to natural soil horizons, or by 10 cm subdivisions of natural stratigraphic horizons.
Soil removed from each excavation level of shovel tests was screened through hardware cloth. Profiles were drawn upon completion of each STP.

The Phase | work revealed that 18PR622 is comprised of 5 different concentrations (or loci) of prehistoric artifacts. Three of these loci are characterized as
small, no-diagnostic lithic scatters recovered from surface or plowzone contexts (Loci 2, 5, and 6). Locus 3 is a larger scatter that contained a Late Archaic
Lamoka projectile point. Artifacts recovered from all of the various lithic scatter loci (i.e. all areas except Locus 4) consisted of 1 Lamoka point, 3 unidentified
bifaces, 1 core, 35 flakes, 1 piece of shatter, 9 worked cobble fragments, and 15 pieces of fire-cracked rock. The primarily lithic raw material was quartz, with
much smaller quantities of quartzite, chert, and jasper being utilized.

In Locus 4, on the western edge of the site, a sherd of Late Woodland Potomac Creek ware was recovered from a shovel test on the western border of the
field. Additional examination was performed in the vicinity of this shovel test to see if additional sherds were present, limited to the placement of four additional
radial STPs ten meters out from the original shovel test. The northernmost of these radial STPs uncovered a dark organic stain below the plowzone that
encompassed the entire shovel test. In order to explore this deposit, a small trench measuring 2.30 meters long by 0.5 meters wide (or 1.15 square meters)
was opened over the STP in order to expose the stain, designated Feature 1. This trench revealed the edge of what appeared to be a moderate-sized
prehistoric pit. The portion exposed in the trench was then bisected and excavated. This cross-section revealed two distinct layers in profile, the lower of
which contained additional sherds of Late Woodland Potomac Creek ware. The artifacts encountered during Phase | work at Locus 4 are included in the
discussion below of the Phase I/l assemblage from this area. Based on these findings, Phase Il work was conducted in Locus 4 of 18PR622.

The Phase Il investigations in Locus 4 were performed in order to excavate the previously identified Feature 1, as well as to search for additional
archeological features and define the boundaries of Locus 4. These investigations included the excavation of sixteen one m2 test units and block excavations
(15.15 square meters in extent) in the vicinity of Feature 1. All test units/blocks and trenches were excavated stratigraphically, according to natural soil
horizons, or by 10 cm subdivisions of natural stratigraphic horizons. Soil removed from each excavation level of each unit/block was screened through
hardware cloth. Profiles were drawn upon completion of each unit/block. The fieldwork revealed 5 subsurface features within the confines of Locus 4. The
assemblage recovered included 371 artifacts, including 37 sherds of Potomac Creek pottery, 2 Late Woodland Madison projectile points, and a few historic
artifacts recovered from clear subsurface feature contexts. These were likely associated with a Native American Contact period occupation, with most of the
artifacts being recovered from feature contexts. Locus 4 was defined as approximately 20 meters on a side and encompassed an area of 400 square meters
or 0.97 acres.

The limited block excavation (comprised of a rectangular central section divided into 5 units and two attached trenches) was conducted to further expose
Feature 1 and search for any closely associated features (i.e. posts or small refuse pits). The block excavation revealed Feature 1 to be a large, ovoid stain
that measured approximately 12 meters long by 7 meters wide. It was interpreted as a possible semi-subterranean house floor filled with midden materials.
The block also revealed two postmolds (Features 2 and 3) and a small refuse or storage pit (Feature 5). Several cross-cuts made into Feature 1 were placed
to assess its depth and sample its contents. Material recovered included additional Potomac Creek ceramics, an English white ball clay pipestem, and several
possible wrought nails. Feature 5 also contained a box-like iron object possibly dating to the Contact period. A total area of 32.3 meters was excavated within
Locus 4.

Two samples were selected from the deeper part of the Feature 1 midden for AMS radiocarbon dating. This was the same portion of the feature where the
white ball clay pipestem was recovered, along with several Potomac Creek sherds. One of the AMS samples returned a modern date, suggesting
contamination. However, the other sample was dated to 130 * 40 radiocarbon years before present, which when calibrated equates to a calendrical date
range of AD 1670-1953.

Four liters of fill from Feature 1 and one liter from Feature 5 were floated and submitted for ethnobotanical analysis. A full description of the ethnobotanical
assemblage is provided in the linked ethnobotany profiles document. Of interest is the complete lack of cultigens (well documented in Potomac Creek phase
occupations) and the very low density of nut fragments. The floral assemblage was dominated by fruit species such as raspberries and blackberry/mulberry,
indicative of a summer occupation. Seeds from two herbaceaous plants were also recovered: knotweed and pokeweed. The fruits of these annual/perennial
herbs ripen in summer through early fall. This floral suite suggests a temporary seasonal occupation, an interpretation also supported by the low density of
ceramics and other artifacts recovered from the feature. The recovered wood charcoals all came from hardwood/deciduous species; no wood charcoals from
softwood/conifer species were recovered. Conifer, or pine specie, are common secondary growth species in the Mid-Atlantic region. The lack of these species
suggests that the inhabitants of 18PR622 did not undertake any extensive forest-clearing activities. It also indicates short-term occupations and could explain
the lack of cultigens (i.e. no land cleared for long-term agriculture).

The full artifact assemblage from both Phase | and Il excavations at Locus 4 of 18PR622 consisted of 2 Madison points, 5 other lithic bifaces, 29 worked
cobble pieces, 195 flakes, 8 pieces of shatter, 86 fragments of fire-cracked rock, 1 groundstone object, 34 Potomac Creek sherds, a ball of fired clay, a 20th
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Other name(s) | Historic [ ]
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T R U S T Description:

Century ceramic toy lion, an iron box, 3 unidentified nails (possibly hand-wrought), a ball clay pipe stem, 5 unidentified iron fragments, and a piece of nutshell.

As described previously, fieldwork in Locus 4 uncovered a Contact period occupation. This component is significant on two levels. First, it contained intact sub-
plowzone features and, secondly, sites dating to this period are extremely rare and undocumented in the Potomac Valley. Fieldwork revealed a large feature
interpreted as a semi-subterranean house floor filled with Contact period midden debris. Traditional Native-American cultural remains include Potomac Creek
body sherds, two small Madison points, and miscellaneous lithic debris. Given the inclusion of European materials in feature contexts along with Potomac
Creek pottery and the associated radiocarbon date (see above), the occupation probably occurred in the later 17th century.

Site 18PR622’s location in a relatively interior upstream setting is of significant interest in light of historically documented complaints by Native American
groups of encroachment by English settlers on their traditional lands. The Maryland State Archives provide a number of accounts throughout the middle to late
17th century of various Native American groups complaining to the Colonial government in St. Mary’s City that they were driven off their land by settlers and
had to move further inland (upstream) to find places for occupation. The information in the archives conveys a picture of settlement abandonment along the
main Potomac and its tributaries, and a gradual removal to interior settings as Native American groups were pushed off their traditional lands by English
colonists. If John Smith’s 1608 map of the Potomac and its tributaries is accurate, most of these settlements consisted of single dwellings, most likely oval to
elliptical house structures, situated in a dispersed fashion along major floodplains.

The Contact component at 18PR622 has the potential to offer significant and novel insights into 17th century Native American and European interactions.
Only around 20% of Feature 1 was ultimately sampled and this small portion of the intact feature contained 97 artifacts (26% of the total for the locus) and
furnished an absolute date. Thus, this portion of the site appears to retain significant integrity. Based on the results of the Phase Il investigations, researchers
recommended that Locus 4 be avoided in developing the wetland facilities at the Parker Berry Farm. A buffer zone measuring 30 meters was established
around the core of the site marked by Feature 1 and alteration to the site was avoided during construction activities.

External Reference Codes (Library ID Numbers):

[97002014



